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Strangely Familiar is about the 
animals known as “familiars”                  
that assist a group of wizards 
and witches. 

Bast, the cat, is a freshly formed familiar. When his master, a wizard 
with anger issues, orders the cat to steal a magic talisman hidden 
beneath a modern day middle school, Bast must obey.  

Along the way, Bast comes up against the school’s 
guardian familiars, the kind wizards and witches 
posing as teachers, and a couple of student 
sleuths. Ultimately, Bast must decide if he’s going 
to stick with the thieving family he was born into 
or the good natured one he has found.  
 
 

STRANGELY FAMILIAR is a tale of transformation and redemption 
that explores the bonds between people and the animals we love and 
are loved by in return. 
 
 
 Key Selling Points    

●​ A sly take on epic fantasy with retro vibes. 
●​ A new graphic novel for fans of James L. Barry’s  work on the “Warriors” series.  
●​ Encourages a love for animals and the library.   

 
     Comp Titles:  

●​ “Warriors: Graphic Novel Series” by Erin Hunter, Dan Jolley and James L.  Barry 
●​ “The Last Kids on Earth: The Graphic Novel” by Max Brallier and Brian Churilla 
●​ “Hooves of Death” by Sam Bragg 

 



 
 
A.B. Hill is the pseudonym of Shane Berryhill. Shane’s writing has been praised 
by Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, NPR, Wired’s Geek Dad, Middle Grade Minded, 
and others.  His novel with MacMillan/Tor/Starscape, Chance Fortune and the 
Outlaws, was an official selection of both the New York Public 

Library’s Books for the Teen Age and the Texas Lone Star Reading List. Shane 
lives in Chattanooga, Tennessee with his wife, Lesley; his son, James; and their 
beloved dog, Kwazii. 

 
Connect with Author: 

●​ Facebook 
 
 

 
James L. Barry is the original artist behind the internationally best-selling 
Warriors graphic novel series, illustrating seven full-color books and dozens 
of comics over a 15-year collaboration. As an editorial cartoonist, James 
served as staff illustrator for New York’s Next Magazine and created celebrity 
caricatures for Entertainment Weekly. James is excited to be 
working on a new graphic novel that allows him to showcase 
more of the things he loves to draw. 
 

Connect with Illustrator 
●​ Instagram 
●​ JLBarry.com 

 
Other graphic novels illustrated by James L. Barry 

                 
 
Click here to access advance reader copy pdf.  
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